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8th August 2017  

 

 
Dear Parishioners,  
 
I hope this letter finds you well and with some time to enjoy the summer period. I took a short ten- 
day break to Krakow in Poland at the end of July, which I thoroughly enjoyed!  
 
My recent weeks have been spent tying up things here and packing my possessions ready for the 
move, as well as doing many of the normal pastoral activities of a priest.  
 
As my arrival becomes more imminent, I thought I would write and introduce myself to you.  
 
I was born in September 1965 and spent my childhood and teenage years in Burgess Hill, Sus-
sex. I am one of eight children, and I have many nephews, nieces, great-nephews and great-
nieces, whom I love to meet up with when time permits. I attended Catholic schools in the Mid-
Sussex area and was involved in the life of St Wilfrid’s parish in my youth. I worked as a newspa-
per deliverer from the age of fourteen (to help pay for my first visit to Lourdes). I then graduated to 
Saturday Assistant at the local family-run cycle shop, where I also helped out in the holidays.  
 
Before going off to discern my vocation at St John’s Seminary, Wonersh, I spent a couple of 
years working for Legal and General at their Head Office for ‘Life and Pensions’ in Hove. I en-
joyed the people and the place and was extremely grateful to receive holiday work throughout my 
time of seminary formation.   
 
After my discernment and formation at the seminary I was appointed to carry out a Pastoral Diac-
onate (1991) at St Mary Magdalene’s, Brighton, where I worked with Fr David Maskell. It was an 
exciting time in the parish and I particularly enjoyed getting to know the many Sudanese Refu-
gees who were coming into Brighton and who soon became a very active part of the congrega-
tion. My interest in the worldwide church and its mission has really grown since that time.  
 
I was ordained priest in 1992 and have just celebrated my silver jubilee of ordination. I enjoyed 
two lovely liturgical celebrations - one at Arundel with priests from the diocese, and one in our 
parish here with Bishop Richard, priests, deacons, religious, and parishioners I have worked with 
and known in those twenty-five years. You may have seen one of the two pictures on pages 5 & 
11 of the August 2017 A&B news (downloadable from www.dabnet.org). These give you the op-
portunity to know what I look like should you wish to! 
 
In 1992 I was appointed to St Joseph’s, Brighton (working two days a week in the Cardinal New-
man School chaplaincy team). I then moved for a further four years to assist in the Guildford par-
ish. They were eight very happy years, I worked with great priests and congregations, and time 
flew by very quickly.  
 
From 2000-2011 I was appointed to serve the three churches in Bexhill-on-Sea. I took the parish 
over from a Religious Order (the Rosminians), and a lot of re-structuring was necessary as we 
priests were fewer in number. I really enjoyed the parish and the schools that we served. I worked 
with a number of assistant priests in that time, and in eleven years I got to know the area very 
well, including the other local churches.  
 
 
 

Parish of the Nativity of the Lord 
St Teresa’s, Merstham - St Joseph’s, Redhill - Holy Family, Reigate  

 

Also serving: East Surrey Hospital Chaplaincy - St Bede’s Ecumenical Secondary -  
St Joseph's Primary - St Joseph’s Pre-School - 17th Reigate (St Joseph’s) Scouts 

 

Parish web: www.thenativityofthelord.org.uk 
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My last six years have been spent in the Parish of the Nativity of the Lord, East Surrey. The par-
ish is made up from three former parishes and is large in size. Fr Hugh had preceded me in the 
Parish of St Teresa’s Merstham and now, I am following him again. In the combined parish I in-
herited a number of building projects, and I have appreciated very much seeing the whole parish 
grow and flourish, not so much in size, but working together as a unified team. The parish is very 
multi-cultural and I have really enjoyed welcoming the many parishioners who have come over to 
this country to work, especially at the East Surrey Hospital. As well as assistant priests, I have 
worked with a deacon and for my first four years with religious sisters too, before they had to relo-
cate because of their age and medical needs.  

 
It always takes time to settle in to a new appointment, but I hope you will be patient with me. I do 
not know the area at all, so will be using my satnav for even the simplest of journeys! I am told 
that I will also need to learn a few shortcuts to avoid motorway congestion - all in good time.  
 
Since the departure of Fr Hugh, I hear that Fr Pat Kelleher has been looking after you at week-
ends. I am extremely grateful to him as there are a lot of things I have needed - and still need - to 
finish off here before I make the journey to the far north of Surrey!  
 
Since news of my appointment (some time ago) I have kept you all in my prayers, even though I 
do not yet know you. Please keep me in your prayers too as I prepare to join you on your continu-
ing journey. Together may we keep building a community of faith, focused on mission, prayer and 
the sacramental life of the Church.  
 

With my sincere good wishes and prayers,  
 
 

Fr. Chris Spain  
 
 
 
 

And Finally … What do others say?  

 
 

1. Fr Chris is gluten free, he loves cooking and good food   
2. He enjoys singing  
3. He is a member of the National Trust and loves the countryside 
4. He does not like late nights  
5. He works well with children and young people; he has a family of glove puppets   
6. He likes to be organised  
7. He is very supportive in time of need  
8. He has a passion for Catholic Education and Faith Schools  
9. He loves trying to speak different languages  
10. He loves travel and experiencing other cultures  
11. He drives a Toyota Yaris Hybrid; he has a poor sense of direction   
12. He is still learning to use his new MacBook Pro 
13. He comes from a big family  
14. He always tries to remain cheerful and positive  
15. He is an introvert by nature; but is extremely sociable too  
16. He is prayerful and reflective  
17. He is sensitive and can be easily hurt  
18. He has an easy going manner  
19. He has that all important “sense of humour”  
20. He remains calm in difficult situations  
 


