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life. We can follow this example by decreasing, so that 
another, more powerful than ourselves can increase, that is 
Jesus, who is himself the good news of salvation, both for 
our time, and for each and every generation.  
 

This is our Advent call – “to step aside for Christ”. We are 
conscious of those who have lovingly prepared a way for 
us; but, as we journey through life, we can often be 
tempted to hug the limelight. We can dominate others, or 
side-line them. People can feel oppressed, and worn down 
by our lack of genuine Christ-like receptiveness. Don’t get 
me wrong, we do need to shine to the best of our ability; 
but all the time we must be careful not to block the path 
for others.  

 “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths; 

so that all people may see the salvation of God”. 
 

Christ opens for us the way to salvation. We must strive to 
walk in his light and avoid being a source of darkness to 
anyone.  

Lord, help us to listen to your voice,  
and the voices of those who lead us to you. 

As you speak to our inner depths, 

telling us that we are loved by you,  

and that we are to love each other; 

help us to respond generously and openly,  

so that we can be counted among those who 

… “prepare a way for the Lord”. 

 
 

 Sat 9th Dec       6.00pm 
People of the Parish 
 

Sun 10th             9.15am 
Alexis Geramel 
 

Mon 11th                             10.00am 
Margaret Flanagan R.I.P. 
 

Thurs 14th                            7.30pm 
Mooney & Ennis Families Intentions 
 

Fri 15th                                  7.30pm 
Holy Hour 
 

Sat 16th                                   10.00am 
Kraffmiller & Ennis Families Intentions 
  
 

Sat 16th                                6.00pm 
People of the Parish 
 

Sun 17th                            9.15am 
Gladys Price R.I.P. 

 
 
 

Masses this week    
 

 
 

 

Sun 10th Dec                       11.00am      
Anna McGettigan R.I.P. 
 

Tues 12th                              9.15am 

Len & Moira Burton R.I.P. 
 

Wed 13th                              10.30am 
Funeral Mass  
Veronica Sullivan R.I.P. 
 

Fri 15th                                 10.00am 
Dorothy & William Ross R.I.P. 
 

Sun 17th                       11.00am 

Deceased relatives & friends of 

Stella Nolder 

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
91 Harvest Road, Englefield 
Green, Egham TW20 0QR 
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ST JOHN OF ROCHESTER 
Rochester Road, Egham Hythe 
TW18 3HN 

 PARISH PRIEST   Fr Chris Spain 
 

 

 

MASSES AT RHUL CHAPEL 

Sundays  7.30pm, Fridays 12.30pm 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

FEASTS THIS WEEK: 

Wed:  St Lucy 

Thurs:  St John of the Cross 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Crib Collection – Christmas Season 

Catholic Children’s Society Crisis Fund 

(to assist with emergency grants to local 

children and families with nowhere else  

to turn.) 

Fr Chris writes: 
 

Our faith teaches that Jesus is not only present in the 
tabernacle, the monstrance, or on the altar; but also, 
through the sacramental gift we receive. We who receive 
Christ are filled with a deep inner grace! We become co-
heirs to a life of grace and co-workers in building God’s 
Kingdom.  
 

So too with Reconciliation or Confession. It is not a static 
sacrament of doing or getting done! In this sacrament too, 
we receive God’s grace, His mercy and forgiveness. Our 
minds and hearts are renewed, changed and empowered by 
the Sacrament.  
 

No sacrament is passive - they are all active! But how easy 
it is to become complacent or blasé about what we receive 
and, when this happens, the great power and strength of the 
sacrament is hidden away and we lose the sense of Christ’s 
real and living presence among us.  
 

That is why St John the Baptist comes, to awaken us from 
our apathy. For some of us there is a lack of attentiveness 
and participation; for others, our over familiarity means we 
go  through  the  tick  list  (doing Church) but  without  any  
depth (being Church). John calls us, therefore, to 

conversion, to denounce sin and proclaim the baptism of 

repentance.   He teaches directly and by the example of his 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays: 10:30am & 5:15pm 
When there is Mass  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARISH DEVELOPMENT WORK 
As part of the continued support from 
the Diocese, Deacon Stephen Sharpe 
has been appointed on a voluntary 
basis to assist Fr Chris with the Church 
redevelopment work in the parish and 
in particular at the Church of The 
Assumption of Our Lady. 
Deacon Stephen has worked with the 
Diocese on a number of development 
projects and comes with senior 
professional experience in 
development and strategic planning. 
Professionally, Deacon Stephen is the 
CEO of a national charity and CEO of a 
Country Estate in Kent. There will be an 
opportunity to meet him in the New 
Year. 
 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

FRIDAY WEEKDAY MASSES 
Please note there will be no Friday Mass 
this coming week (15th).  Fr Chris will be 
attending a meeting with Deacon Stephen 
Sharpe and Sarah Kilmartin at Bishop’s 
House,  Hove, meeting the prospective 
buyers for the land at Englefield Green 
and short listing some possible architects.   
Then, on Friday 22nd Fr Chris will be 
attending a funeral in Brighton, and will 
need to make an early start.  
 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION  and 
HOLY COMMUNION 
46 children and their families have 
enrolled on the programme for 2018 
which is wonderful news. However the 
Catechists could do with some helpers to 
ensure that the sessions run smoothly. 
The Catechists will lead the sessions but 
would you consider assisting by taking on 
tasks such as putting out tables and 
chairs, setting the altar, welcoming the 
children, keeping the register, talking to 
families, helping with hospitality and 
tidying up? The sessions start in January 
2018 and run Saturday and Sunday 
mornings during term time until June 
2018. There is no obligation to commit to 
every session as a rota will be organised. 
If you feel that you would like to be a 
part of this programme we would be 
delighted to hear from you. Please speak 
to Father Chris or contact Helen and 
Anne-Do for further details at         
parishofeghamfhc@outlook.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION  
Thank you to everyone who took the 
opportunity to celebrate the sacrament 
either during Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament at St John of Rochester or 
after the 10.30am Saturday Mass at Our 
Lady of the Assumption.  
 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

IN THE PARISH 
A sheet outlining the key Masses and 
activities in the Parish during this 
season is available online, or on the 
sheets available at the back of our 
Churches. These are extremely 
important as they contain all the dates 
and times of our Advent and Christmas 
activities in the parish.  
 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

ST CUTHBERT’S FAYRE   
Silent Auction 
Roll up, Roll up!   The auction is now 
LIVE!  Please view the auction at 
www.32auctions.com/stcuthbertsauction.  
Your chance to bid on some amazing  
lots and win some fantastic prizes.   
The auction is open until 8am on 
Thursday 14th December. 
 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

ST PAUL’S CHRISTMAS TREE 
FESTIVAL 
St Paul’s, Egham Hythe, is open to 
everyone to see all the trees  up to 
Sunday 10th December 

 
Our Knit & Natter group has a tree on 
display (pictured) as well as Mothers’ 
Prayers  and other organisations 
 

   //////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 
 

CAN ANYONE HELP WITH A LIFT? 
A gentlemen who regularly attends 11am 
Mass at The Assumption and lives in 
Englefield Green (Schroder Court) often 
has to travel to and fro by taxi.  If you 
live in the vicinity please consider giving 
him a lift.  Call John Gordon on 01784 
431662. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Diary 
 
 

Mothers Prayers  
Mondays 10.30 for 10.45   
The Jurgens Centre 
 

 

Rosary Group 
Thursdays 10.15  St John’s 
The Jurgens Centre 
 

 
 

Knit and Natter 
Tuesdays 10.30 :  12th Dec 
The Jurgens Centre 
 
 

 

Baby & Toddler Group                            
Tuesdays  9.30 – 11   Jurgens Centre 
 

 
 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION 2018 
Saturday 6th January at 11am 
there will be a Baptism Preparation 
Session in the Community Room at 
St John of Rochester. Baptisms will 
then take place at:  
 the Assumption of our Lady 

12:30pm on Sunday 28th 
January  

 St John of Rochester 12:45pm 
on Sunday 11th February  

 or, at a Weekend Mass, by 
arrangement, prior to 14th 
February (the start of Lent) 

 
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
Please note that if you wish to be 
married a year’s notice is required in 
our diocese. For further details, please 
speak with Fr Chris.  
 
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
  

CAROLS & TEA  
Sunday 10th December at 3pm.  
A friendly and informal time at 
Wendover Road Methodist Church. 
Retiring collection for ACTION 
FOR CHILDREN. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Please pray for the sick: 
 

Kate Emerson, Rene Dent,  Alicia  
Aleta,  Harvey Hester,  Fr Eric Flood,  Ray 
Davis, Pauline Corris, Edith Jedla, 
Margaret Price, Pam Anderson, Maria 
Walsh,  Fr John Pearson, Bella Pozella, 
Geoffrey and Josephine Gibson, John 
Jackman, Patrick McGarvey, Paul Griffith. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Parish Priest    

01784  434280 

chris.spain65@yahoo.com 
 

Parish Website : 

www.poegham.wordpress.com 

Deanery website: 
www.weybridgedeanery.org 

 

 

Parish Office 
01784  477620   
Mon – Fri  9.30am – 1.30pm 

parishofegham@yahoo.co.uk 
 

St Cuthbert’s School   
01784  434128 

 

 

Gift Aid Organiser 
David Keel:  01784  459495 
dkeel1@sky.com 
 

Sick Visits/Holy Communion  
Co-ordinator  01784  433818  
 

Safeguarding  Representative   
Eamonn Priestley:  01344  844371     

 

 

 

 
Newslettter Editor 
Julia Rowe:  01784  457060   
edit.news100@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Website Editor 
John Connors:   07785 298743  
john@connorsfamily.plus.com 
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