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with the community, may God’s love truly be opened up to 

the many who come seeking and searching for meaning 

and purpose.   
 

I also love the symbol of a door. It is explicitly referred to 

in the Baptism and Funeral Rite where the door is the 

place of entry (1) into the Church here on earth (2) into 

God’s everlasting dwelling. The door was a significant 

symbol in the year of mercy just recently. The ‘Ministry of 

Welcome’ is also an attempt to make Christ’s presence a 

more tangible reality, at the door.  
 

I can remember many doors from my life – the door of my 

childhood home, the door of the cycle shop from my 

Saturday job, the huge door at St John’s Seminary, the 

front door here in the Presbytery (to name but a few)! We 

have all had experience of many doors, but the door is 

often not as important as what is behind it. Some doors can 

make us feel nervous, and, worse still, can frighten us; 

others enliven us and fill us with true peace and hope.  
 

Throughout Advent many young people will be opening 

doors on their advent calendars. We are all called to open 

the doors of our heart as God’s children. With God as our 

Father and we the clay, may God (the potter) mould us to 

have welcoming hearts and minds, ready for the coming of 

Christ as we ‘stay awake’ and ‘stand ready’, opening the 

door to something truly special, to help us build our faith, 

hope and charity.  

 

Masses this week    
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 PARISH PRIEST   Fr Chris Spain 
 

 Sat 2nd Dec       6.00pm 
Gladys Price R.I.P. 
 

Sun 3rd            9.15am 
Kate Emerson  
 

Mon 4th                               10.00am 
Jedla Family Intentions 
 

Thurs 7th                             7.30pm 
Margaret Flanagan R.I.P. 
 

Fri 8th                                    7.00pm 
Feast of The Immaculate Conception 
  

Sat 9th                                   6.00pm 
People of the Parish 
 

Sun 10th                            9.15am 
Alexis Geramel 

 

Sun 3rd Dec                      11.00am      
People of the Parish 
 

Tues 5th                             9.15am 

 
 

Fri 8th                                10.00am 
Corinne & Peter Hawkett R.I.P. 
 
Sat 9th    10.30am                  
 
 

Sun 10th                   11.00am 

Anna McGettigan R.I.P. 

 

 

MASSES AT RHUL CHAPEL 

Sundays  7.30pm, Fridays 12.30pm 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

FEASTS THIS WEEK: 

Thurs:  St Ambrose 

Fri:  The Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Crib Collection – Christmas Season 

Catholic Children’s Society Crisis Fund 

(to assist with emergency grants to local children 

and families with nowhere else to turn.) 

Fr Chris writes: 
 

A bishop’s pastoral letter; and a letter from St Paul to the 

Church in Corinth feature this weekend! In both cases, 

they are opening doors and inviting response. The three 

symbols used at the Induction Mass last Monday were - the 

Word of God (scriptures), the Chair of Office (the 

Presidential Chair), and the Keys to the Parish. 
 

The Word of God is essential in my ministry. I am not 

here to preach myself, but our Father God, with his Son 

Jesus Christ, through the power and strength of the Holy 

Spirit. I am here to pass on God’s word and instil a love of 

it.  
 

The (presidential) chair symbolises responsibility! From 

here as God’s Priest I (1) proclaim God’s word, (2) try to 

show the living word in my life, and (3) share God’s work 

with all the faithful (challenging and encouraging) so that 

we may all be witnesses in our varied and different ways, 

according to our God given gifts.  
 

The keys are a wonderful symbol of unlocking. As a 

priest, I hope not only to be unlocking physical doors but 

also unlocking minds and hearts as we see what great hope 

God’s call holds for us.   With these keys,  in collaboration  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays: 10:30am & 5:15pm 
When there is Mass  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FR CHRIS SAYS ‘THANK YOU’ 
“Thank you to all who made the Mass 
of Induction such a great celebration 
last Monday.  Everything was wonderful 
- the liturgy, music, singing, flowers, 
serving, welcome, reading, prayers of 
intercession, printing, presentation of 
the keys, offertory procession, the 
party afterwards, the food and drink, 
the hospitality and the welcome to 
guests from outside the parish.  A lot of 
hard work so obviously went into this – 
thank you to everyone!  I couldn’t have 
hoped for better.” 
 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

THE WORD WHO IS LIFE 
VISION FOR MISSION 
As you may have read in the recent        
Weybridge Deanery Newsletter, Bishop 
Richard has held meetings around the 
diocese in recent weeks to look at the 
future of our Mission and Ministry. He 
asked all of us to reflect on a series of 
questions and these have now been 
formatted into a simple questionnaire 
which is being distributed to all 
parishioners this weekend. Please return 
your responses next weekend, if possible, 
or (from preference, to help us to collate 
responses more easily) fill in the online 
version, which is available at 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/T7S5
3DZ. We also invite you to discuss it at 
home, to share it with friends, to discuss 
it in parish groups and to encourage each 
other to take part in this important step in 
formulating a response for Bishop 
Richard ahead of his return visit on 29

th
  

January, when he wants to hear our vision 
for the way ahead. 
 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

KNIT and NATTER 
Along with having a stall with fabulous 
knitted items and more at the  
St Cuthbert's Christmas Fayre,  
Knit and Natter will be holding a raffle in 
aid of the 'Spread More Smiles' campaign 
for disabled children at the White Lodge 
Centre in Chertsey.  To that end, they  
will be selling raffle tickets after every 
mass on the weekends of 2

nd
/3

rd
 and  

9
th

/10
th
 December. The winners will be 

pulled at the Christmas Fayre on 15
th
 

December.  So please be generous –  
every pound counts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

BISHOP’S LETTER 

This weekend’s Bishop’s letter is 
downloadable on the Diocesan Website 
(as is his recent podcast on ‘The Word 
who is Life’). A few paper copies of the 
letter have been printed out (at the back 
of Church) for taking to the sick and 
housebound, or for those without internet 
access.  Anyone wanting more details on 
‘The World Gathering of Families’ in 
Dublin; or the ‘National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage and Congress’ in Liverpool, 
can look up on the Diocesan Website or 
contact Fr Chris. 
 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 2017 
With pressure on space in the 
newsletter (a positive, because it 
means a lot is happening) the all-
important Advent and Christmas times 
and activities are listed on a separate 
sheet to stick on your fridge or notice 
board. There are one or two new 
initiatives, so please read carefully and 
support whatever you can. More 
copies will be available next week and 
the information can be downloaded 
from the website.  
 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

LOST GROUND:  Israel/Palestine 

1917—1967—2017 
Rev Carole Bourne will be speaking at 
Our Lady of Lourdes parish hall on 12

th 

December at 8pm about her experience 
during three months spent in the 
Occupied Territories as an observer in 
the Ecumenical Accompaniment 
Programme in Palestine and Israel, 
monitoring interactions between 
Palestinian inhabitants and the Israeli 
Defence Forces and seeking to moderate 
friction. All are welcome. 
 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

OPEN AIR NATIVITY 
With Egham Nativity Band and Real 
Animals.  Saturday 16th December, 
4pm,  Egham High Street (outside the 
United church).  See Noticeboard. 
 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

RUNNYMEDE  FOODBANK 
Needs for December: 
Coffee, instant mash, jam, sponge 
puddings, liquid soap, hair conditioner 
and toothpaste.   
They are especially short of:  washing 
powder (small packets) razor blades and 
shaving foam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary 
 

Baptism Preparation 
Sat 6th Jan, 11am, St John’s 
 

Baptism Dates 
Sun 28th Jan, 12.30pm, Assumption 
Sun 11th Feb, 12.45pm, St John’s 
Or at a weekend Mass  by arrange- 
ment  (prior to 14th Feb – the start of 
Lent). 
 

Mothers Prayers  
Mondays 10.30 for 10.45   
The Jurgens Centre 

 

Rosary Group 
Thursdays 10.15  St John’s 
The Jurgens Centre 

 
 

Knit and Natter 
Tuesdays 10.30  :  12th Dec 
The Jurgens Centre 
 

 

Baby & Toddler Group                            
Tuesdays  9.30 – 11   Jurgens Centre 
 

 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
HEADSHIP VACANCY 
THAMES DITTON 
After her 28 years of devoted service 
to St. Paul's Catholic Primary 
School in Thames Ditton, Mrs 
Johnson is retiring as headteacher 
this Easter. Governors are seeking 
to recruit a new headteacher at this 
school. Early indications are that 
there will be strong interest in the 
position. Closing date for 
applications is noon on Friday, 5th 
January, 2018. Potential applicants 
can seek further details at:  
www.eteach.com/job.aspx?head 
+teacher&vacno=807383&Page=1.  
 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 
 

ST JOHN’S COMMUNITY ROOM   
Works update 
More detailed information about the 
works on the Community Room at  
St John of Rochester from 29th 
November are available on the Parish 
website (address below). 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     
   Please pray for the sick: 

 

Kate Emerson, Rene Dent,  Alicia  
Aleta,  Harvey Hester,  Fr Eric Flood,  Ray 
Davis, Pauline Corris, Edith Jedla, 
Margaret Price, Pam Anderson, Maria 
Walsh,  Fr John Pearson, Bella Pozella, 
Geoffrey and Josephine Gibson, John 
Jackman, Patrick McGarvey, Paul Griffith. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Parish Priest    

01784  434280 

chris.spain65@yahoo.com 
 

Parish Website : 

www.poegham.wordpress.com 

Deanery website: 
www.weybridgedeanery.org 

 

 

Parish Office 
01784  477620   
Mon – Fri  9.30am – 1.30pm 

parishofegham@yahoo.co.uk 
 

St Cuthbert’s School   
01784  434128 

 

 

Gift Aid Organiser 
David Keel:  01784  459495 
dkeel1@sky.com 
 

Sick Visits/Holy Communion  
Co-ordinator  01784  433818  
 

Safeguarding  Representative   
Eamonn Priestley:  01344  844371     

 

 

 

 
Newslettter Editor 
Julia Rowe:  01784  457060   
edit.news100@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Website Editor 
John Connors:   07785 298743  
john@connorsfamily.plus.com 
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  CONTACT DETAILS 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/T7S53DZ
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/T7S53DZ
http://www.eteach.com/job.aspx?head
http://www.weybridgedeanery.org/
mailto:parishofegham@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dkeel1@sky.com

