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three new visitors. Jesus has come to the gentile world and we 

celebrate the feast of the nations.  Theologically we carry a great 

treasure – not gold, frankincense or myrrh, but the great gift of 

the Christ child who has come to us and to the world.   Jesus (the 

Word made Flesh) sets up God’s kingdom here on earth, a 

kingdom of justice, truth, love and friendship. Our work now 

begins!  
 

I love to meet people with vision and enthusiasm, I have met 

many in this Parish. I have also met many who humbly bring 

their gifts to the Lord, however seemingly small. I love to meet 

people who have the guts and the courage to live out their vision 

nobly and honourably.  We all like to meet people who are 

enthusiastic, optimistic and full of joy – don’t we? They share a 

special non-material treasure, a spark of hope that is not 

superficial, but is very real - a great treasure to behold.  
 

What was begun by Jesus needs to be continued by us. We are 

called to be people of vision and dreams; not complacency and 

fear. Jesus becomes the “Gift to the Nations”, through our gifts 

and efforts, through our enthusiasm, participation and joy! 

Carrying forgiveness and acceptance of others, we too can 

sincerely and lovingly, bring the gift of the good news to our 

world that “Jesus is the Son of God; He took flesh and lived 

among us”.  

 

Masses this week    
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 PARISH PRIEST   Fr Chris Spain 
 

Sat 6th Jan                         10.00am 
Ben Taylor 
 

Sun 7th                          9.15am 
Barbara Fanning R.I.P. 
 

Mon 8th                                10.00am 
 

Thurs 11th                         7.30pm 
NO MASS 
 

Fri 12th                               7.30pm 
Holy Hour 
 

Sat 13th                               10.00am 
NO MASS 
 

Sat 13th                             6.00pm 
People of the Parish 
 

Sun 14th                               9.15am 
Agnes O’Reilly 

Sat 6th                              6.00pm 
In thanksgiving for John Poole 
 

Sun 7th Jan              11.00am 

People of the Parish 
 

Tues 9th                           9.15am 
Len & Moira Burton R.I.P. 
 

Fri 12th                10.00am 
Rev C Schoolbred R.I.P.  
 

Sun 14th                 11.00am 

Edward & Maria Butler R.I.P. 
 

 

MASSES AT RHUL CHAPEL 

Friday 12th January       12.30pm 

Sunday 14th January      7.30pm 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

FEASTS this week: 
 

Mon 8th:   The Baptism of the Lord 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: 
Next weekend – Pax Christi 
 

Fr Chris writes: 
 

Many years ago, I was preparing to celebrate an ‘Epiphany 

Mass’ at a primary school. I asked the children “What is the 

Epiphany”? One child answered “The white bit between the fruit 

and the skin of the orange”!  I tried them on “Who were the 

Magi”? … “My mum got a magi-mix for Christmas!” “Has it 

something to do with Paul Daniels?”!  
 

An Italian girl, who had only lived in England for a short while, 

had more idea about ‘The Epiphany’ than her classmates. She 

said “It is a celebration. People share gifts. Everyone is full of 

joy. The Churches become full of joyful children, mummies, 

daddies and grandparents. We visit friends and needy people. 

We pray for everyone in the world”. 
 

As adults, we may be able to speak of the spiritual message of 

Christmas (especially if we listened to the Christmas homily); 

but with the Epiphany, that is surely asking too much? We think 

“Is it not a bit like the pith of an orange and not very 

significant?” 
 

Today, most of us have probably over-celebrated and crave for a 

routine or quiet day. Yet our feast is far from quiet. In many 

parts of our world today’s feast is celebrated with really great 

enthusiasm, joy and activity. Okay, our Churches may not be as 

full as Christmas day, but we gaze upon the same cribs with their  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays: 10:30am & 5:15pm 
When there is Mass  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SINCERE THANKS 
Fr Chris says “I would like to thank all 
those who steered me through this first 
Christmas in the parish - for the kind 
cards, beautiful messages, gifts and for 
the generous Christmas offering too. 
Thanks to all who worked so hard behind 
the scenes to make our liturgies so 
welcoming and warm. It was lovely to 
continue our Christmas with so many at 
our weekday Masses throughout the 
week, including the great multitude who 
came and celebrated at St John of 
Rochester Church on 1st January, what 
fantastic hospitality afterwards. It was 
lovely to meet many extended family 
members and visitors to your homes too. 
I feel very blessed as I prepare for my 
wee break. Thank You and Happy New 
Year.”  
 

   ////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Whilst Fr Chris is away on his Post-
Christmas Break please do try and 
attend weekday Masses (as listed), we 
are very grateful to Fr John and the 
Salesians for their help.  We are also 
very pleased to offer a warm welcome 
next weekend too. Thank you. 
 

   ////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
We wish our staff, governors, parents and 
pupils a happy, safe and God-filled term. 
As today’s feast is all about the sharing of 
gifts and revealing Christ to all; may our 
Catholic Schools (and all schools) share 
their gifts, visions and hopes.  
 

   /////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

DEVELOPMENT AT OUR LADY OF 

THE ASSUMPTION 
On Sunday 4th February, Deacon 
Stephen Sharpe, who is our link with 
the Diocese and the Parish, will be 
visiting the parish and will be available 
to meet parishioners after the 11am 
Mass as we look to the future – details 
will follow. 
 

   /////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

 

EXPLORING CAFOD 
Friday 26th January 10.30am – 1pm,  
St Dunstan’s Church Hall, Woking.  
Where does CAFOD work?  What do 
they do?  How can we help? These and 
other questions answered.  All are 
welcome.  RSVP   01483 898866 
arundelandbrighton@cafod.org.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
1.  Next week (14th January) PAX 
Christi. www.paxchristi.org.uk  
As well as taking action on this World 
Peace Sunday to foster peace locally 
and globally, let us consider what that 
really entails. We pray especially for 
Migrants and Refugees as they seek 
peace in their minds and hearts.  
“May we dedicate ourselves 
prayerfully and actively to 
banishing violence from our hearts, 
words and deeds, and to becoming 
nonviolent people, and in building 
nonviolent communities that care 
for our common home….” Pope 
Francis.  
 

2.  Friends of the holy Land  
(21st January) 
www.friendsoftheholyland.org  
Fr Chris not only visited the Holy 
Places when on his recent pilgrimage, 
but (as the A&B News article showed) 
he met many of the Christians, the 
religious orders and the charitable 
projects. There is a real challenge 
facing the Christians of the Holy Land 
today. They need prayer, financial 
support, love and visits from overseas 
Christians. Please give generously to 
help them in their need.  
 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

RCIA: STARTING SOON! 
The ‘RCIA’ programme (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) is for 
adults who want to enquire about being 
in full communion with the Catholic 
Church; or to find out a bit more about 
the Catholic Church.  Maybe you are 
non-baptised, or baptised, and would 
like to receive communion, or you've 
missed out on Confirmation when you 
were younger, and you would like to 
receive the Sacrament? Maybe you have 
been coming to Mass for years but are 
reluctant to ‘dip your feet in’ any 
further? Maybe you have a spouse or a 
friend who’d appreciate the suggestion? 
Maybe your child is preparing for a 
Sacrament and you too want to know a 
bit more? If you would like to be 
baptised or confirmed, please speak to 
Father Chris first. If you just want to get 
a feel, and without committing yourself 
to anything, just make yourself known 
to Fr Chris or to Anne-Do. 
annedo@live.co.uk or 07557 568467       
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary 
 

Mothers Prayers  
Mondays  10.30  for 10.45  St John’s 
 

Rosary Group 
Thursdays 10.15 St John’s 

 
 

Knit and Natter 
Tuesdays 10.30:  9th, 23rd Jan, 
13th, 27th Feb, 13th, 27th Mar 
St John’s Meeting  Room 
 

 

Baby & Toddler Group                            
Tuesdays  9.30 – 11   Jurgens Centre 
Resumes 9th Jan.   Enquiries to Moia 
mross_8289@hotmail.com 
 
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

DIOCESAN LOURDES 2018 
ONLINE APPLICATIONS are now 
open for all Helpers, Doctors, Nurses, 
Chaplains and Pilgrims who do not 
require any assistance.  Why not 
spread the cost of your pilgrimage and 
pay by instalments?   If you apply 
now you can start paying in January - 
this will give you eight months in 
which to pay for your pilgrimage.   
Details are on the application form.  
REDSHIRTS - If you are in year 10 
or 11 at school and would like to be a 
Redshirt for a year of fun, faith and 
laughter including the pilgrimage to 
Lourdes with others between 26th July 
and 3rd August 2018, contact the A&B 
Lourdes Office.   For all details visit 
www.ablourdes.org 
 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

PARISH IT COMMITTEE 

We are setting up an IT Committee 
to handle IT related matters in the 
Parish and would welcome some 
help.  The level of commitment can 
be variable as we have a number of 
IT projects we need to undertake.  If 
you have any IT experience or 
interest and would be willing to 
serve on the committee please 
contact John Connors: 
john@connorsfamily.plus.com        
07785 298743 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Please pray for the sick: 
Kate Emerson, Rene Dent,  Alicia Aleta,  
Harvey Hester,  Fr Eric Flood,  Ray Davis, 
Pauline Corris, Edith Jedla, Margaret Price, 
Pam Anderson, Maria Walsh,  Fr John 
Pearson, Bella Pozella, Geoffrey and 
Josephine Gibson, John Jackman, Patrick 
McGarvey, Paul Griffith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Parish Priest    

01784  434280 

chris.spain65@yahoo.com 
 

Parish Website : 

www.poegham.wordpress.com 

Deanery website: 
www.weybridgedeanery.org 

 

 

Parish Office 
01784  477620   
Mon – Fri  9.30am – 1.30pm 

parishofegham@yahoo.co.uk 
 

St Cuthbert’s School   
01784  434128 

 

 

Gift Aid Organiser 
David Keel:  01784  459495 
dkeel1@sky.com 
 

Sick Visits/Holy Communion  

Via Fr Chrisq  
 

Safeguarding  Representative   
Eamonn Priestley:  01344  844371     

 

 

 

 
Newslettter Editor 
Julia Rowe:  01784  457060   
edit.news100@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Website Editor 
John Connors:   07785 298743  
john@connorsfamily.plus.com 
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