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Oscar Wilde expressed this very point. “Jesus understood the 
leprosy of the leper, the darkness of the blind, the fierce misery 
of those who live for pleasure, the strange poverty of the rich, 
the thirst that can lead people to drink from muddy waters.” All 
of us have the capacity for love and compassion, but often it 
goes unused. We can reach out to those who feel rejected, 
misunderstood; we can bring back hope and the zest for living, 
and when we do this, we show just a little of the infinite 
compassion of God.  
 

By our Baptism we are co-workers of Christ. In our dealing with 
the sinner, the sick, the vulnerable, those who society rejects (the 
lepers / outcasts of our day), we know we (as Church) should 
treat them as Jesus treated them. May our loving touch, like that 
of Christ’s reach beyond those in our comfort zone and extend to 
those we find it difficult to love as we should.  
 

In the Mass, we receive Christ’s healing touch especially in the 
Gathering Rite through our acknowledging of our sins and 
failings.  
 

In the Rites of Dismissal, we are sent to be Christ’s heart and 
hand “glorifying the Lord by our life; announcing the Gospel of 
the Lord”. We are to be Christ’s healing touch.   
 

As we seek to embrace  
the forthcoming season of Lent,  

we can all do well to ask ourselves…  
“What is the Church for me”? 

 
Masses this week    
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One Parish Family ~ Two Places for Worship 

ST JOHN OF ROCHESTER 
Rochester Road, Egham Hythe 
TW18 3HN 

 PARISH PRIEST   Fr Chris Spain 
 

Sat 10th Feb                 10.00am 
McNally & McMullan Family Dec. 
 

Sat 10th Feb                  6.00pm 
Mary Hilary Mills R.I.P. 
 

Sun 11th                9.15am 
Ron Martin R.I.P. 
 

Mon 12th                          10.00am 
N0 MASS 
 

Wed 14th                          7.30pm 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
Edith L Latasz R.I.P. 
 

Thurs 15th                        7.30pm 
O’Reilly & Butler Families Intentions 
 

Fri 16th                           7.30pm 
Holy Hour 
 

Sat 17th                           10.00am 
 

Sat 17th                          6.00pm 
People of the Parish 
 

Sun 18th                           9.15am 
Lyndon Rodrigues 
 

Sun 11th Feb             11.00am 

People of the Parish 
 

Mon 12th                     11.00am 
Funeral Mass 

BBrighid (Nessa) Galazka R.I.P. 
 

Tues 13th                    9.15am 
NO MASS 
 

Wed 14th          10.00am 
 ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

Fri 16th              10.00am 
Len & Moira Burton R.I.P. 
 

Sun 18th                   11.00am 

Sean Gallagher R.I.P. 
 

 

MASSES AT RHUL CHAPEL 
Fridays: 12.30pm    Sundays: 7.30pm    
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

SPECIAL COLLECTION: 
This weekend:  Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund 
(see overleaf) 
 
RECENT COLLECTIONS 
PaxChristi                             £362.67 
Crib                                             £243.29 
Friends of  the Holy Land      £387.10 
Racial Justice                            £252.71 
 

Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 

Fr Chris writes: 
 

Last Tuesday our Confirmation Group looked at some 
‘Ecclesiology’. 

1. The study of churches, especially church building and 
decoration.  

2. Theology as applied to the nature and structure of the 
Christian Church.  

Avery Dulles offers us some models of the Church, which cannot 
be separated from each other; they make up something of what 
we are about as Church.  
 

One of the six models we looked at was ‘The Church as 
Sacrament’.  

(1) A Sacrament is a gift from God. 
(2) The Sacraments touch all important moments of 

Christian life. 
(3) A Sacrament is an “outward and visible sign; of an 

inward invisible grace”. We use our senses to express a 
deep and real truth about our faith in God. 

 

‘Touch’ is one of the five senses. Sadly, we have to be careful 

with the use of ‘touch’ today (but rightly so) because of misuse 

and abuse of physical contact in the past. However, a truly 

loving, kind and generous touch can express  a  sense  of  

comfort,  re-assurance  and   strength. Jesus uses touch 

appropriately and lovingly and to the sick and wounded he 

brings healing, warmth and compassion We saw this in last 

week’s Gospel and again in the Healing of the Leper today. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays: 10:30am & 5:15pm  
(When there is Mass) 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DIOCESAN LOURDES  

PILGRIMAGE 2018  
Today, 11th February, (the usual Feast 
Day of ‘Our lady of Lourdes’) is the 
World Day of Prayer for the Sick. Let us 
pray for the sick of our parish and 
among our loved ones.  Here in this 
Parish, there has been a long and active 
association with the Annual Diocesan 
Lourdes Pilgrimage. This year’s 
pilgrimage takes place between 26th July 
and 3rd August. Helpers, doctors, 
nurses, able pilgrims and redshirts can 
apply directly through the website with 
an online form. Pilgrims needing 
assistance can apply via the Lourdes 
Office.  Please give generously to 
today’s second collection (and please 
use the special gift aid envelopes where 
possible); secondly please pray for the 
success of the pilgrimage, including 
those from our parish who hope to join.   
www.ablourdes.org  
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

LENT AND HOLY WEEK  

PARISH GUIDE  
This weekend (as promised) we are 
publishing on the Website and with Paper 
Copies the outline of activities and prayer 
opportunities for Lent and Holy Week in 
the parish. We particularly encourage you 
to make use of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation as we prepare our minds 
and hearts to journey with Jesus and 
remember his great sacrifice for us.  
One of our first invites is for you to join 
us at the Confirmation Enrolment Mass 
next Saturday evening (First Sunday of 
Lent) 6:00pm at St John of Rochester 
Church. Please also pray for the children 
of our parish preparing for their First 
Reconciliation fairly soon.  
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
THE WORD WHO IS LIFE 
(DEANERY QUESTIONNAIRE) 
Bishop Richard held meetings around 
the diocese to look at the future of our 
Mission and Ministry.  He asked all of us 
to reflect on a series of questions and 
respond to a questionnaire.  The results 
can be viewed via a link on the front 
page of the Parish website (address 
below). 
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

BIBLE STUDY  (Ecumenical  Group) 
During Lent at The Methodist Church, 
Wendover Rd, Egham Hythe, from  
Thurs 17

th
 Feb, 8pm for 8.15pm start. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

   

HALF TERM HOLIDAY  
We wish all in our schools a very 
Happy Half Term Holiday. Please use 
your time well. There will be a special 
message for our children and young 
people of secondary age (as they 
embark, with the whole parish, upon 
sharing this sacred season of Lent) at 
our 10am Ash Wednesday Mass at Our 
Lady of the Assumption church. See 
you there!  
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
OUR CHURCH BUILDINGS  
Thank you to Deacon Stephen Sharpe 
who came to take us through the 
process of forthcoming building 
works at the Church of The 
Assumption and to answer questions 
and queries. He reiterated that the 
parish will be involved and consulted 
along the way. Shortly we hope to 
embark on fundraising for our two 
Churches so that they can be genuine 
instruments for our mission and 
outreach. To use two clichés 
“communication is the key” and we 
therefore encourage you to “watch 
this space…”!  
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
LITURGY OF THE WORD &  
SACRED SILENCE 
Just recently, Pope Francis has written 
and spoken many times about the 
importance of “Sacred Silence”. When 
our own Bishop spoke on Lectio Divina 
(during the recent ‘Year of Mercy’) he 
reminded us that we are not to read 
God’s Word as private individuals; or to 
see the Liturgy of the Word as a task to 
merely “get done”. We are called to 
listen to the proclamation of the word 
(therefore the reader has a special 
responsibility). We should allow it to 
touch and reach our inner depths in a 
spirit of silence and awe. We are 
listening for the still small voice of God 
that speaks to us lovingly and intimately 
both as individuals and to all who are 
gathered. Let us then use the moments 
of silence (between the readings) to 
truly reflect and draw in from the great 
wealth we receive from Sacred 
Scripture.  
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 
KNIT AND NATTER 
Please note:  From now until Easter 
all meetings will be held at the 
Jurgens Centre. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

DIARY 
 

Mothers’ Prayers 
Mondays 10.30  for 10.45  St John’s 
 

Rosary Group 
Thursdays 10.15  St John’s 

 
 

Knit and Natter 
Tuesdays 10.30:   13th, 27th Feb, 13th, 
27th Mar.   All at Jurgens Centre. 
 

 

Baby & Toddler Group                            
Tuesdays  9.30 – 11   Jurgens Centre 
 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 
OLD CANDLE WAX  
There is a large quantity of old 
candles and pieces of wax in the 
sacristy at Our Lady of the 
Assumption which could be re-cycled 
by anyone who makes decorative 
candles for a hobby. Please enquire at 
the sacristy or to the parish office if 
you are interested.  
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

BAPTISM DATES  
Our next Baptism Preparation takes 
place on Saturday 12th May in the 
Community Room at St John of 
Rochester Church 11am.  Baptisms: 
1. Our Lady of the Assumption 
Sunday - 27th May 12.30pm  
2. St John of Rochester - Saturday  
2nd June 11am 

3. By arrangement in a weekend 
Mass.  
 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

MARRIAGE IN THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 
In our Diocese, you are now required 
to give twelve months’ notice of your 
intent to marry in Church. If you are 
considering marriage in 2019 now is 
the time to make contact!  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
DECEASED  
Brighid Galazka (Nessa)  
Funeral, Monday 12

th
 February 11am 

Our Lady of the Assumption  
 

Canon Francis Harrington  
Funeral Mass:  Tuesday 13

th
 February, 

12 noon, St Dunstan’s, Woking. 
 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Please pray for the sick: 
Kate Emerson, Rene Dent,  Alicia Aleta,  
Harvey Hester,  Fr Eric Flood,  Ray Davis, 
Pauline Corris, Edith Jedla, Margaret Price, 
Pam Anderson, Maria Walsh,  Fr John 
Pearson, Bella Pozella, Geoffrey and 
Josephine Gibson, John Jackman, Patrick 
McGarvey, Paul Griffith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Parish Priest    

01784  434280 

chris.spain65@yahoo.com 
 

Parish Website : 

www.poegham.wordpress.com 

Deanery website: 
www.weybridgedeanery.org 

 

 

Parish Office 
01784  477620   
Mon – Fri  9.30am – 1.30pm 

parishofegham@yahoo.co.uk 
 

St Cuthbert’s School   
01784  434128 

 

 

Gift Aid Organiser 
David Keel:  01784  459495 
dkeel1@sky.com 
 

Sick Visits/Holy Communion  
Via Fr Chris 
 

Safeguarding  Representative   
Eamonn Priestley:  01344  844371     

 

 

 

 
Newslettter Editor 
Julia Rowe:  01784  457060   
edit.news100@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Website Editor 
John Connors:   07785 298743  
john@connorsfamily.plus.com 
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  CONTACT DETAILS 

http://www.ablourdes.org/
http://www.weybridgedeanery.org/
mailto:parishofegham@yahoo.co.uk
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