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Lent, I have come to realise, is not really like a roller-

coaster ride, there is something very liberating and 

soothing about Lent. Jesus doesn’t call us to be miserable, 

or go around with long faces or fear at what is to come; 

our call, rather, is to see what is at the heart and core of our 

being and how we live that out by our lives of faith.  
 

An interior change can be traumatic (like the roller-coaster 

ride for me); or it can be a challenge, an exciting challenge 

(the roller-coaster ride for my friends). I need to learn to 

enjoy rather than fear. God can make me strong even in 

my weakness – in my confusion, my uncertainty, my self-

pity and my struggle with others. Jesus comes to heal and 

gives you and I strength and courage and hope. I can stop 

being the wimp shouting “Get me off”, by embracing all 

suffering, struggle, messiness and confusion as gift 

allowing me to humbly take myself less seriously and 

clothe myself even more in Christ.  
 

Lent is not a time for fear … but for faith. 

Lent is not a time for reprisal … but for reconciliation. 

Lent is not a time of death … but of life. 

Let us journey forward with courage and resolve! 
 

Masses this week    
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One Parish Family ~ Two Places for Worship 

ST JOHN OF ROCHESTER 
Rochester Road, Egham Hythe 
TW18 3HN 

 PARISH PRIEST   Fr Chris Spain 
 

Sat 17th Feb                  6.00pm 
People of the Parish 
 

Sun 18th                9.15am 
Lyndon Rodrigues 
 

Mon 19th                          10.00am 
Julian Brookman R.I.P. 
 

Thurs 22nd                       7.30pm 
 
 
 

Fri 23rd                           7.30pm 
Holy Hour 
 

Sat 24th                           10.00am 
 
 

Sat 24th                          6.00pm 
People of the Parish 
 

Sun 25th                           9.15am 
Alan Mabbs R.I.P. 
 

Sun 18th Feb             11.00am 

Sean Gallagher R.I.P. 
 

Tues 20th                    9.15am 
Anna Bracken R.I.P. 
 

Fri 23rd             10.00am 
Len & Moira Burton R.I.P. 
 

Sun 25th                   11.00am 

Margaret Croucher R.I.P. 

 

MASSES AT RHUL CHAPEL 
Fridays: 12.30pm    Sundays: 7.30pm    
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION: 
 

Next weekend:  CAFOD Lenten Fast Day 
 
From Friends of the Holy Land: 
Thanks from the Christians in the Holy Land to 
the generous parishioners of St Cuthbert's parish 
for raising £387.10. 

Fr Chris writes: 
 

Thank you to all who came on Ash Wednesday, as we 

marked the start of Lent. It was lovely to welcome a 

number of children too on their school break. We wish you 

well on your return to school and the run up to the Easter 

Holidays.  
 

Talking of young people (and bearing in mind that Thorpe 

Park is in our parish) … I am a bit of a wimp when it 

comes to roller-coasters or fast fairground rides – I loathe 

them and, when I get off, I always seem to feel far more ill 

than those ‘friends’ who have twisted my arm to go on! 

The worse part though, is not getting off, it is starting out - 

pulling down the safety harness as it clicks shut and now 

you are at the point of no return.  
 

Lent can feel like that if we have bottled up guilt, anxieties 

or fears. Internal challenge and change is never easy. We 

are called (by our faith) to identify with Jesus who shared 

in our very human condition and suffered both with us and 

for us. Our faith is the greatest help we can receive. We 

prepare to recount the twists and turns and the fast pace of 

change from his popularity, his healing, his hope, his 

compassion and wonderful teachings; to challenge, 

suffering, rejection, pain and temptation.    

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays: 10:30am & 5:15pm  
(When there is Mass) 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LENT AND HOLY WEEK  
PARISH GUIDE 
Copies of this are available at the back of 
our Churches and online.  Please note the 
two changes to last week’s sheet. 
(1) Year 6 Reconciliation at  

St Cuthbert’s, 12
th
 March, 11am. 

(2) Polish Food Blessing (open to all in 
our parish) will be at 3pm not 11am. 

If you have a sheet from last week, please 
mark on the amendments.  
 

   //////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

AFTER SCHOOL  
RECONCILIATION FOR ALL 
Next Tuesday (20th), Fr Chris will be 
available to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation after school from 3.30 – 
5.00pm. This will be at Our Lady of the 
Assumption church. Young and not so 
young are welcome to come and drop 
in during this time, either for the 
sacrament or simply to pray.  
 

   //////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

CAFOD FAST DAY 
CAFOD’s Family Fast Day this Lent is an 
opportunity to support our brothers and 
sisters who don't have enough to eat. On 
Fri 23rd Feb can you give up a meal, or 
eat a simple meal, in solidarity? Your 
fasting, prayers and donations will ensure 
more of God's children have enough good 
food to eat. And this Lent, your donation 
will make double the difference. For every 
pound you donate to CAFOD, the 
Government will also donate a pound, up 
to a total of £5 million, meaning twice the 
number of lives can be transformed. 
 

   //////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

FR CHRIS - APPLE ASSISTANCE! 
Fr Chris switched to an Apple Mac 
shortly before his move to our 
Parish. He is struggling with one or 
two features, especially the storage 
and formatting of documents (and 
photos). If anyone has gone through 
the transition themselves and is 
familiar with the Apple system, he 
would welcome a little bit of your 
time.  
 

   //////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

MARRIAGE AND BAPTISM INFO  
Please see the ‘Sacramental Preparation’ 
page on the parish website (below), and 
last week’s Newsletter.  Baptism 
preparation and Baptism dates are listed in 
the Newsletter ‘Diary’ above.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

CONFIRMATION  
WELCOME & ENROLMENT 
We welcome our Confirmation 
candidates and their families to our 
Saturday Evening Vigil Mass as we 
enrol them for this important stage of 
their journey. Please keep them in 
your prayers.  Next Tuesday’s Session 
is extremely important as they look at 
their Baptism and at what happens in 
Confirmation?  The sponsor, the 
Confirmation name, the Bishop and 
the Ceremony.  We are extremely 
grateful to Fr John Dickson for leading 
this session with the team of 
catechists. 

    //////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

EASTER RETREAT FOR 18-35s AT 
WORTH ABBEY 
Worth Abbey and The Wellspring 
Community invite young adults (ages 
18-35) to celebrate the Easter Triduum 
(29th March-1st April) with a retreat at 
Worth Abbey. Over the Easter Triduum 
young adults from across the UK will 
be gathering to celebrate the Death and 
Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The retreat will be centred around 
participation in the Triduum liturgy 
from Maundy Thursday to Easter 
Sunday, with a programme of talks by 
the monks, discussion, prayer and 
reflection and fellowship. Leading up to 
the retreat, you are welcome to be part 
of a 'Cross Walk'- a group of young 
adults and monks who will walk to 
Worth from Arundel, across the 
beautiful South Downs, carrying the 
cross. We will begin the walk on Palm 
Sunday (25th March) and arrive at 
Worth on Maundy Thursday (29th 
March). Booking forms are now 
available. Please contact 
TOC@worthabbey.net or 
fcarbone@wellspringbrighton.org.uk. 
You can also find more information via 
Facebook. 
 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

ST DAVID’S DAY CONCERT 

In aid of The Passage, a charity 

working with homeless people.  There will 
be a concert at Methodist Central Hall, 
Storey’s Gate, Westminster SW1H 9NH on 
Thurs,1

st
 March at 7.30 pm, with the 

London Welsh Male Voice Choir and 
soloists Rebecca Evans and Gary 
Griffiths.Tickets £20.  Full details and 
booking visit passage-stdavidsday-
concert.eventbrite. co.uk or tel 020 7592 
1856, email andrew.h@passage.org.uk 

 
   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

DIARY 
Baptism Preparation 
Sat 12th May 11am  St John’s 
 

Baptisms 
Sun 27th May 12.30pm  The Assumption 
Sat 2nd June 11am  St John’s   OR 
A weekend Mass – by arrangement 
 

Mothers’ Prayers 
Mondays 10.30  for 10.45  St John’s 
 

Rosary Group 
Thursdays 10.15  St John’s 

 
 

Knit and Natter 
Tuesdays 10.30:   27th Feb, 13th, 27th 
Mar.   All at Jurgens Centre. 
 

 

Baby & Toddler Group                            
Tuesdays  9.30 – 11   Jurgens Centre 
 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 
CANON FRANCIS (FRANK) 
HARRINGTON R.I.P. 
Last Tuesday Fr Chris and a number of 
parishioners from our parish joined a 
packed congregation at Woking for the 
funeral Mass for Fr Frank, (he served 
as a curate in Englefield Green in 1973). 
It was a moving celebration of a priest 
who has worked extremely hard in our 
Diocese with a real faithfulness to God 
and the parish community. We pray for 
the Repose of his Soul, for his family 
and friends and especially the Parish of 
St Dunstan’s, Woking at this time.  May 
he Rest in Peace.  
 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

FR ROBERT HAMILTON  
JOSEPHITE MISSIONS  
Sunday 11th March 12 Noon Jurgens 
Centre The profits from Coffee after 
the 11am Mass at Englefield Green, 
have, for many years, been going to 
support the Josephite Missions.  
Fr Robert will come to speak about 
the projects we have helped support 
and to thank those who have helped 
with coffee after mass over the years. 
If you are not at the 11am Mass that 
weekend you are still most welcome 
to just come to the short talk; and 
indeed, stay for a coffee or tea!  

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Please pray for the sick: 
Kate Emerson, Rene Dent,  Alicia Aleta,  
Harvey Hester,  Fr Eric Flood,  Ray Davis, 
Pauline Corris, Edith Jedla, Margaret Price, 
Pam Anderson, Maria Walsh,  Fr John 
Pearson, Bella Pozella, Geoffrey and 
Josephine Gibson, John Jackman, Patrick 
McGarvey, Paul Griffith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Parish Priest    

01784  434280 

chris.spain65@yahoo.com 
 

Parish Website : 

www.poegham.wordpress.com 

Deanery website: 
www.weybridgedeanery.org 

 

 

Parish Office 
01784  477620   
Mon – Fri  9.30am – 1.30pm 

parishofegham@yahoo.co.uk 
 

St Cuthbert’s School   
01784  434128 

 

                     Cheques payable to: 

Gift Aid Organiser 
David Keel:  01784  459495 
dkeel1@sky.com 
 

Sick Visits/Holy Communion  
Via Fr Chris 
 

Safeguarding  Representative   
Eamonn Priestley:  01344  844371     
 

‘Parish of Egham’ 

 

 
Newslettter Editor 
Julia Rowe:  01784  457060   
edit.news100@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Website Editor 
John Connors:   07785 298743  
john@connorsfamily.plus.com 
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