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The coal bunker became my pride and joy. I kept it clean. I 
would take in my Fruit Juice and biscuit. I would often write 

(some might call it early editions of “Fr Chris writes…”); I 
would also draw pictures in there as I sat on my little stool at 

my desk. I even arranged for my Dad to put up a crucifix in 
there! It was my space for thinking, reflecting and even 
praying.  
 

You may or may not be surprised to hear that I haven’t grown 

up. A space or a place for me to be still, quiet and at peace, a 
place to step back (alone) is still important to me. It is in one 
sense an escape from day to day struggles or sufferings, either 

my own, or those of others (with whom I engage). 
Sometimes, as I’m sure Jesus felt, even crowds can be lonely 
places! Thank goodness for Windsor Great Park – a great 

“thinking space”! 
 

Very soon we will be beginning the season of Lent and 

“prayer / reflection” is one important part of the season. 

To prepare well we will need to work out “our space” and 

how we can declutter and so focus on that which is most 

important in our lives. 
 

 
 

Masses this week    
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One Parish Family ~ Two Places for Worship 

ST JOHN OF ROCHESTER 
Rochester Road, Egham Hythe 
TW18 3HN 

 PARISH PRIEST   Fr Chris Spain 
 

Sat 3rd Feb                    10.00am 
 
 

Sat 3rd                            6.00pm 
People of the Parish 
 
 

Sun 4th                              9.15am 
Stuart Meads R.I.P. 
 
 

Mon 5th                            10.00am 
Mary Ellen Thomas R.I.P. 
 

Thurs 8th                          7.30pm 
 
 

Fri 9th                             7.30pm 
Holy Hour 
 
 

Sat 10th                           10.00am 
 
 

Sat 10th                          6.00pm 
Mary Hilary Mills R.I.P. 
 

Sun 11th                            9.15am 
Ron Martin R.I.P. 

Sun 4th Feb               11.00am 

Bernard Joseph Hughes R.I.P. 
  

Tues 6th                      9.15am 
Len & Moira Burton R.I.P. 
   

Fri 9th               10.00am 
NO MASS 
 

Fri 9th           1.00pm 
Funeral Mass - Agnes O’Reilly 
 

Sun 11th                   11.00am 

People of the Parish 
 

 

 

MASSES AT RHUL CHAPEL 
Fridays: 12.30pm    Sundays: 7.30pm    
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

FEASTS this week: 
Monday:   St Agatha 
Tuesday:   St Paul Miki and Companions 
Saturday:  St Scholastica 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: 
Next weekend:  Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund 

Fr Chris writes: 
 

Places of prayer are very important. I need a place away from 
piles of work, parish registers, reports, documents, resources, 
suggestions, a place uncluttered by material possessions, a 

special space in which I can encounter God – helping me to 
talk to God from the heart and for stillness and reflection. 
Sometimes I really appreciate my own company, the 

opportunity to reflect, be still and to simply “be”. 
 

Jesus was inundated with interruptions to his plans or 
immediate activity and yet he managed to cope with it. The 
scriptures indicate that Jesus needed time apart too. Today we 

hear in St Mark’s Gospel “In the morning, long before dawn, 
Jesus got up and left the house and went off to a lonely place 

and prayed there”. Through his complete and utter connection 
with the Father, he was able to continue on bearing fruit, with 
joy, and bringing salvation and healing in the different towns 

and villages.  
 

When still at Primary School, I was delighted when my 
parents switched from a coal boiler to gas! It meant that the 
former coal bunker could become my “den”, a place of escape 

from the life and dramas of the rest of my large family!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays: 10:30am & 5:15pm (When there is Mass) 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LENT AND HOLY WEEK  
Next weekend we will issue a double-
sided sheet outlining our many 
opportunities to be involved this Lent, 
Holy Week and Triduum as we seek to 
grow in our faith and witness through 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  
 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
This year Ash Wednesday falls on 14

th
 

February.  If you usually celebrate  
St Valentine’s Day on this day (with a 
special meal out or activity away from 
home), why not celebrate it earlier and 
take time to come to Mass on the 
Wednesday and focus on the centrality  
of our faith.  
 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

CONFIRMATION  ENROLMENT 

MASS  
The Parish Confirmation Group invite 
the whole Parish Community to join 
them on Saturday 17th February at 
the 6pm Mass in St John of Rochester 
Church to celebrate their enrolment as 
candidates for confirmation.  Please 
come and show them your support 
 

 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

PEER SUPPORT  
For anyone facing depression or similar 
mental health concerns, this group 
meets in Guildford every Wednesday 
evening, 7.30 – 9pm, at The Spike 
Community Centre, Warren Road (next 
to St Luke’s Surgery and St Luke’s 
Square), Guildford, GU1 3JH.  Hosted by 
PeerTalk, a charity underpinned by the 
Methodist Church, it offers a friendly 
and confidential space to share and be 
heard.  No need to book.  Just come 
along.  More info at www.peertalk.org. 
uk/index.php/support-groups. Starts on 
Wed 7th Feb and weekly thereafter. 
 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

TEA AT THREE 
Sun 11

th
 Feb, Methodist  Church, 

Wendover Rd, Egham Hythe.  Join us for 
a friendly, informal time.  All welcome. 
Donations to BABY BASICS at The 
Village Centre. 
 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

ROLL-TOP REPRODUCTION 
BUREAU/DESK (currently in the Jurgens 
Centre) free to anyone who can make use of 
it.  Needs some repairs.  Enquiries to the 
Parish office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

OUR CHURCH BUILDINGS 
1. The RAW Group have now 

completed their investigation work at St 

John of Rochester and will be 

communicating with the loss-adjuster 

and insurance company.  In turn, they 

will feed back to the diocese and me. I 

will keep you posted. Please bear in 

mind that even when the investigations 

are completed, there may need to be a 

long period of work on the site before 

any new building works can take place. 

Thank you for your extreme patience.  

2.  I am very pleased to welcome 

Deacon Stephen Sharpe to our 11:00am 

Mass this morning (Sunday).  He will 

introduce himself at coffee after Mass 

(in the Jurgens Centre) and speak 

briefly of the process ahead. We will 

also need to look at some additional 

Fundraising and (in due course) specific 

options in the project. I am extremely 

grateful to Deacon Stephen for his very 

generous assistance and the support he 

has been thus far.  
 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

WORD WHO IS LIFE 

VISION FOR MISSION 
Last Monday Fr Chris and our two 
parish reps went to the deanery 
meeting at Esher to hear the  
feedback on the consultation with  
our neighbouring parishes and the 
Bishop.  Bishop Richard would like to 
thank everyone who engaged in the 
process thus far and will be making a 
‘ten-year plan’ as a result of the 
consultation.  He will come back to a 
bigger venue in the deanery in due 
course, for a larger meeting for the 
clergy and parishioners of  our 
deanery.  
 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

BE SENSIBLE – IN ICE AND SNOW 
If you are liable to injury from a fall, 
please stay indoors and do not try to get 
to Mass.  Instead you could use the time 
to reflect on the scriptures and in prayer 
OR, if on the internet, you can also go 
to www.churchservices.tv  and join any 
of the services listed.  If you know 
someone who may need support and the 
offer of a lift to get to church, please 
don’t wait to be asked…..just offer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIARY 
 

Baptism Prepration 
Sat 12

th
 May 11am  - St John’s  

 

Mothers’ Prayers 
Mondays 10.30  for 10.45  St John’s 
 

Rosary Group 
Thursdays 10.15  St John’s 

 
 

Knit and Natter 
Tuesdays 10.30:   13th, 27th Feb, 13th, 
27th Mar ,  St John’s  
 

 

Baby & Toddler Group                            
Tuesdays  9.30 – 11   Jurgens Centre 
 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

RUNNYMEDE  FOODBANK 

Needs for February: 

Powdered milk, tinned custard, squash, 
sponge puddings, anti-bacterial surface 
cleaner, washing up liquid, kitchen roll 
and loo rolls.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

RUNNYMEDE DISABLED 
SWIMMERS 
RDS is a transport group founded in 
2016 with the purpose of assisting the 
disabled people of Runnymede to 
attend Woking Pool in the Park. There 
we join ‘Woking Dolphins’ - a charity 
which provides swim sessions for 
disabled people.  It is run by 
volunteers and provides supported 
swimming for the physically 
disabled.  As a by-product it also helps 
the social and mental well-being of its 
members.  To find out more contact 
Pauline Carter 01344 845787 or 
Jonathan Fisher 01784 435622 
Also see noticeboard for more details. 
 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

DECEASED 
Agnes O’Reilly 
Funeral 9th February 2018 1pm  
Our Lady of the Assumption  
 

Brighid Galazka (Nessa)  
Funeral 12th February 2018 11am  
Our lady of the Assumption  
 

May they rest in peace.  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Please pray for the sick: 
Kate Emerson, Rene Dent,  Alicia Aleta,  
Harvey Hester,  Fr Eric Flood,  Ray Davis, 
Pauline Corris, Edith Jedla, Margaret Price, 
Pam Anderson, Maria Walsh,  Fr John 
Pearson, Bella Pozella, Geoffrey and 
Josephine Gibson, John Jackman, Patrick 
McGarvey, Paul Griffith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Parish Priest    

01784  434280 

chris.spain65@yahoo.com 
 

Parish Website : 

www.poegham.wordpress.com 

Deanery website: 
www.weybridgedeanery.org 

 

 

Parish Office 
01784  477620   
Mon – Fri  9.30am – 1.30pm 

parishofegham@yahoo.co.uk 
 

St Cuthbert’s School   
01784  434128 

 

 

Gift Aid Organiser 
David Keel:  01784  459495 
dkeel1@sky.com 
 

Sick Visits/Holy Communion  
Via Fr Chris 
 

Safeguarding  Representative   
Eamonn Priestley:  01344  844371     

 

 

 

 
Newslettter Editor 
Julia Rowe:  01784  457060   
edit.news100@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Website Editor 
John Connors:   07785 298743  
john@connorsfamily.plus.com 

 

 

 Registered Charity No. 252878 
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