
 

Parish of St Cuthbert 

Spring Update 
April, 2019 

 

 

Welcome back & spring into action ! 
It has been some time since our last Autumn update so I thought, with the weather improving 

and a traditional time to get moving on projects, that it was apt send out an update on where we 

are with our various projects and once again, seek help from within our parish community. 

Please do consider some of your time and skills as you read the update as we could really do 

with your support.    
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Progress on our buildings 

Surveyor selected - initial phase 
moving 
After consultation with the Diocese over the last few 

months, we have selected a company that is well 

known to us and has completed a number of 

projects across the region over the last few years. 

They are called MacConvilles Surveying, they have a 

great track record and they were an enormous help 

with our long standing insurance claim at St John of 

Rochester. We have had a kick-off meeting with them and established a short term set of 

actions. Again we are most grateful to Deacon Stephen Sharpe who will act as a consultant to 

our parish during the project.  

The first steps are to get a new set of detailed architectural drawings of both sites and, at the 

same time perform a site survey for hazardous materials such as asbestos. Both of these 

actions are taking place as we write and should be completed by the end of March. Once this is 

completed we will have a framework for MacConvilles to agree an initial sequence of events for 

the various elements that need to be addressed at both sites. More importantly the new 

drawings will enable them to seek quotations from the various trades and specialists that we 

will need to move the project forward. Their role will essentially be to manage the large project 

and work with the various subcontractors. They have already engaged a paint specialist 

company to assess and quote for some of the major work needed at The Assumption.  

At the time we have the drawings completed we plan to hold a social evening to share ideas, 

plans and seek your input as apart from the obvious tasks of new wiring, heating, plasterworks 

etc., we would like to add some new elements to the facilities by way of making our true mission 

a reality. We must not forget that while the buildings are a key parish asset, the true heart of our 

parish lies in the spiritual lives and mission that we all share. We have to be sure that we align 

both correctly or we will have an empty building and no mission and that would be a sad and 

wasteful exercise of time and money. Fr Chris has some excellent ideas that he has seen 

implemented in other parishes that have greatly enhanced the space between the church and 

the parish halls. We too might be able to design something special for our needs, so bring your 
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ideas to the table over a social evening. It is likely that this evening will be arranged at some 

point after Easter and we will let you know via the normal channels. 

 

St John of Rochester - sound system 

We are all very aware that our existing system is 
now well beyond its useful life so we are currently 

engaging a few companies to advise and formally 

quote on a new sound system. We should have this 

project moving by Easter. If you have any 

experience of these types of systems and 

installations, we would appreciate your input during 

the evaluation phase. Once up and running, we should be able to hear all the elements of the 

Mass again - and Fr Chris won’t be struggling with an old microphone.

 

St John of Rochester - insurance claim 

After a very long time and protracted negotiations we have 
finally reached a settlement figure and payment from the 

insurance company with regards to our claim for the oil leak 

at the rear of the buildings a few years ago. It is great that we 

can finally put this behind us and now we can start to work 

on the key short term items that are long outstanding. We are going to put a small team together 

to set up a list of priority projects for St Johns and again we plan to hold a social evening where 

we can share ideas and plans for the longer term view of the buildings. There are many basic 

things that we need to do irrespective of major structural and remodelling projects, but we want 

you to be part of those decisions so we get the most out of our mission, our buildings and any 

investment we make. One thing we must do quite urgently is to address the poor toilet facilities 

at St John’s and we have space to do this, so please come along with your ideas. We will plan the 

social evening event for just after Easter so please do consider your time and talents as an 

offering and to be part of our programmes.
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Church of The Assumption / Jurgens Centre - Parking 

As a parish, we are very grateful for the income generated by 
our car park under the long term RHUL agreement and this 

forms a valuable amount of money each month. As you may 

know, this is used by RHUL staff between 09:00 and 17:30 

from Monday to Friday. It does however mean that we do 

not have sufficient parking for some of our other important 

customers who use the Jurgens Centre or the church. We 

are currently reviewing our options to make dedicated parking available for parish customers. I 

would hope that by the time we get to Easter we will have this resolved. It is likely that this will 

entail colour coding about a dozen parking bays that will then be solely for parish use, so please 

bear with us for a few more weeks.

 

Security & Surveillance 

Security in all our homes and places of work is important and we too have had 
some issues over the last 12 months at both of our sites so we are reviewing 

options for security cameras and the optional remote surveillance. We have three 

quotes that are currently under review and we will update you once we have 

reached a decision.

 

Parish Summer Social - save the date !! 

Early planning for Sunday 30th June has started and will be 
driven by your school and parish together to organise a fun 

family parish social event. Please note this in your 

calendars and further details will follow…...   
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Situations Vacant 

As we move forward on a number of fronts, it is abundantly clear that 
we need help. Help can come in many forms and in various amounts.  

Jim’s Law states: PEOPLE + TIME + SKILLS = MAKING IT HAPPEN 

Health & Safety Representative:  
We desperately need someone to keep an eye on our H&S across the 

parish. It is far from a full-time role, just part time a few hours a week, 

but we really need to address this function. If you have some time to spare and are organised 

and methodical, we will provide the formal training. 

Fund Raising:  
As in every parish and charitable organisation, funds are always in short supply and perform a 

vital source of income for special projects. We would like to establish a small group who can 

meet, share ideas and run a few dedicated campaigns throughout the year to focus on 

fundraising. Please do consider this if you can spare a little time to help with our mission and 

goal as a parish. 

In Summary….. 
 

Three points to take away and consider: 

1. Help: Please do consider ways in which you can help with our various parish activities or 

projects. 

2. The Assumption: While MacConvilles will drive the major refurbishment work forward, 

there will be plenty of room for help and of course your opinions. 

3. St John of Rochester: With the initial work being more straightforward rather than major 

structural projects, please do consider getting involved. 
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Contact and Thanks 

As a final point before signing off, we are finalising the end of year 2018 parish accounts and 

working on a summary report and income statement for your review. It’s not quite there and 

finalised with the diocese, so bear with us another couple of weeks and we will be sure to have it 

ready for you to digest. If you have any questions or would like to be more involved with anything 

you have read about today, please do get in touch. Contact details as follows: 

Parish Finance - Chairman, Jim Forkin (jim.forkin@btinternet.com) 

Parish Finance / Admin, Cath Bowers / Rita Fanning (parishofegham@yahoo.co.uk)  

With thanks in advance from your Parish Finance Team 
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